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UCL INNOVATIONS LEADERSHIP AWARD
The UCL Innovations Award is our way of recognising the hard work you’ve put in as a Project Leader.

To qualify you’ll need to complete 30 hours of volunteering as a leader (which can include planning activities). You’ll also need to write a 300 – 500 word reflective piece about your experience identifying what you’ve learnt.

REFLECTIVE WRITING
There is no fixed structure for your piece, though some of the points you might want to consider are:

· Write a bit about what you and your volunteers actually did (e.g. running debating workshops for secondary school students, befriending refugee families in West London, etc.). Try to be specific.

· Why did you choose this project? What were you trying to achieve?

· What did you most enjoy?

· What did you find difficult or challenging? 

· What would you do differently?

· What do you think you’ve learnt from the experience? Has it changed you in any way?

· How does it connect with things you’ve learnt on your course or in other areas of your life?

· What contacts and networks have you developed?

· What was the most memorable incident?

· What would you say to someone planning to do something similar?

You don't have to address all of these, and you’re free to pursue ideas for other topics. 

UCL KEY SKILLS
You might also want to make use of UCL’s Key Skills System which will help you to think more about your skills, the evidence you have for them and will help you plan how to develop important areas further. Access it through PORTICO and then click on the Key Skills tab at the top of the page. For more information about the system see www.ucl.ac.uk/keyskills
UCL INNOVATIONS PROJECT OF THE YEAR
We will also be giving an award to the best student-led project of the year, judged in terms of :

· The impact you’ve made

· How well you’ve planned and organised the project

· How well you’ve evaluated it

· How well you’ve managed your volunteers

Nomination forms will be sent out to all project leaders in the second term.
VSU AWARDS CEREMONY

Certificates for the Innovations awards and Project of the Year will be handed out at the VSU Awards Ceremony in May.
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